forms and effects of contempt; I have never found that
slander had any lasting effect on people's final judgment.
I have even found that a hundred howling and unjust
enemies always somehow produce a new, unknown friend
who is indignant at the injustices. These unknown friends
in time go to make up what is called public opinion."

I swallowed, and indeed digested, all these gems of
wisdom, and they have been a help to me through life.
Later, now and then a really outstanding specimen of
slander would still upset me. At such moments of disgust
Wanda used to remind me of my collection of wise say-
ings, which had already several times cured me of the
passing spiritual malaise induced by slander. She reminded
me of what! had once told her when she was unhappy
about a painful libel directed at her personally.

I told her she should take example by me, cured as I
was of the disease of taking any notice whatever of cal-
umny. 'You ought to learn from me," I preached at her.
To teach her the value of a cured invalid, I pointed out
to her in Las Cases' Memorial dc Sainte-Ilelcne a saying
of Napoleon's, who advised his friends to ask only those
people for medicine who had recovered from the disease
in question. lie was delighted to learn about the method
of the Babylonians, who put their patients on the streets
in front of the door, bed and all, and asked passers-by
whether they had had any similar disease, and if so, what
medicine had cured them, "In this way," said Napoleon,
"at least one avoided the advice of the people who had
been killed by a medicine."

231 all the of the touching and at-the true story was to turn the hussar lieutenant into
